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Note: All rates in this document are for March 2010 to present
What are the 5 types of foster homes and their payment rates? 
All foster families receive a monthly maintenance payment that covers the costs of caring for a child. The rate is based on an allowance paid for each day that a child is placed in a home. See FAQ - Money

In addition, Specialized Foster Homes receive a monthly Fee for Service.
	Level of Home
	Payment Rate

	Restricted - Home care for known or related child/ren,  restricted to a specific child and ends when the child leaves the home 
Regular  - Homes care for children usually unknown to the foster parents
	Regular/Restricted Care 
   No Fee for Service. 

   Receive monthly maintenance payments

	Specialized Homes
	Monthly Fee for Service 
– paid in addition to the monthly maintenance portion

	Level 1- Homes care for 1-6 children, having average to moderately challenging behavior. 
	$458.02 per child


	Level 2 - Homes care for 1-3 children who have moderate to severely challenging behavior, developmental delays and/or difficulty accepting care. The family may also provide specialized assessment and intervention services as a member of the child's care team. 
	$1,140.40 for one child
$1,968.68 for two children
$2,692.92 for three children


	Level 3- Home care for 1-2 children requiring very specialized child-care skills, additional support and supervision. The child/ren may present with extremely challenging behaviors and will require support and supervision for health​ care (e.g. tube feeding) and interventions related to mental health concerns – including behaviours that may pose a risk to self or others
	One Child

$1,816.66 for one child
$3,113.12 for two children
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What am I expected to pay for from my Fee for Service?
Level 2 and 3 homes are expected to purchase 3 days/month of Relief 

See FAQ – Relief

How are levels assessed? 
The Specialized Family Care Home Levels Assessment is based on a regular family care home parent’s actual abilities. Your Resource Worker will complete the assessment tool (document CF2442) with you. Your score will then be totaled and you will be assessed a level.
The assessment is made up of four categories: 
· Education and training including the 53 hour Foster Care Education program

· Child-related Experience 

· Knowledge 

· Demonstrated abilities-number of children you have fostered or amount of time you have been working in the system
Several additional matters need to be considered: 
· willingness of Foster Parents providing the services (some homes choose to provide service at a lower level)
· need in the foster care network and 
· funding available. 

Social Workers for the children placed in your home are usually contacted to provide feedback on your skills and abilities. Other workers on the Resources team will be consulted. *Each office has a slightly different procedure. Talk to your Resources social worker about level changes.

What other expectations are there for me as a Foster Parent?
·  provide a physically and emotionally safe, nurturing, family environment for the child  
·  work with the child’s care team, following the plan of care regarding the relationship to the natural family, awareness and maintaining cultural and ethnic heritage

·  provided clear, reasonable and safe behavioral expectations for the child, based on their unique needs 
· attend workshops to maintain, update or expand knowledge in order to meet the needs of the child, Leveled homes are expected to pay for training out of the fee for service
· meet or exceed the Standards of Foster Homes document
Remember that homes are leveled, not children.
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